British Literature Class Policies 


British Literature 2011-12
Extra Credit: 

Due to the new grading scale, extra credit opportunities will be very limited. However, you will have a few opportunities to earn extra points.  

· Have your parents give you a spelling quiz before the Friday quiz. You must get at least a 75% (15 out of 20) in order for the quiz to count. Have them initial your book when you accomplish this. You will earn one point of extra credit for this. 

· Finding a vocabulary word in something that you’re reading. This can be any word from the current year. Obviously dictionaries and vocabulary books don’t count. Try not to just “hunt” for words. You may find up to two words a week. 

· Occasionally, you will have the opportunity to earn a bonus point on a quiz or test during a review game or by answering an extra question.  

Returned Assignments: 


You are not required to keep a notebook. However, your semester final exams will be written from the tests you take over the course of the two quarters; this means that you should keep your tests. It’s also wise to keep returned homework assignments/quizzes from the current quarter in order to correct any clerical error that I may make in inputting your grades. If you see a mistake on a progress report, I will double-check with my grade-book and correct any errors. If I have recorded something incorrectly, however, I will ask you to produce the assignment in question. When you do, I will correct any errors; if you are unable to show me the assignment, I cannot change the grade. 

Formal Writing Assignments: 

You will be given several formal writing assignments throughout the year. The length and other specifications regarding these assignments will vary. They will usually deal with some aspect of the literature that we are currently studying.  You will be expected to type all formal writing assignments. This includes any papers you turn in, book reports, reading logs, essays, etc. If for some reason you are unable to print your assignment, please remember that this is not my problem. Do everything in your power to have a hard copy of your paper by class time. If you need me to print it for you, I will do so, but please bring your jump drive or email me before class begins. You will also have to pay ten cents for each copy made at school. Please take ownership of your assignments! 
Preparation for class: 


Bring your stuff to class! We will start with grammar, but for the majority of the year we will be covering American Literature. Once we start literature, plan to bring your book every day, unless you’re told otherwise. You will need to bring your vocabulary book on Mondays and Fridays (unless you are told otherwise).

Late Work: 

You will be permitted to turn in three late assignments per quarter. The fourth and following late assignments will be worth NO CREDIT. The first three late assignments will be subject to the late work policy in the handbook. In case you forgot what it is, here you go. (Late journals are not included in this rule.) 

· Turning in an assignment one day late will result in the assignment’s being worth no more than a 75%.

· Turning an assignment in two days late will result in the assignment’s being worth no more than a 59%. 

· Turning an assignment in three or more days late will result in the assignment’s receiving a ZERO. 

*I will alert you when you are nearing or have reached the three-late-assignments mark.* 

Neatness of Assignments: 

Every assignment that you hand in will be held to a certain standard of neatness. Illegible handwriting, “confetti edges,” partial, or “recycled” (using the flip-side of an old assignment) will be unacceptable. If you turn in such a paper, I will return it to you to re-do, and it will be counted late.
Plagiarism: 


In case you’re not sure, plagiarism is defined as taking someone else’s work and presenting it as your own. This is ILLEGAL! It is against the law to copy and paste information from a source and slap your name on it. It’s even illegal to change just a few words here and there. We will talk more about this as your various writing assignments come up this year, but be advised now that the penalty for plagiarism will be no less severe than receiving a zero on whatever assignment was plagiarized. Your parents will also be notified. If the problem persists, further disciplinary measures will be taken. 

Reading Assignments: 

Each quarter you will be responsible for a book log. This will be due the last week of the quarter and will be completed entirely out of class. You will be required to read a specified number of pages from books of your choosing and a specified number of pages of American literature. All books need to be approved by me. They will be evaluated on their age-appropriateness (I won’t let you read a little kid book) and on their appropriateness of content. Any unapproved pages that you read will not receive credit. First quarter, you will be required to read 500 pages outside of class: 300 pages of your choice and 200 of any American literature you choose (not from your text book). I have compiled a list of American works for your convenience. Any approvable pages that you have read since August 1, 2010 may count toward this project. However, these pages still need to be approved.  
Conduct in Class: 

You will be expected to adhere to school rules (tuck in your shirts when appropriate, don’t chew gum, etc.) when in class. More importantly, however, respect will be demanded. Disrespect toward God, the teacher, or fellow classmates will not be tolerated. Persistence of disrespect will result in a visit to Mr. Schwenke’s office. 

Vocabulary: 

Vocabulary will look a little different this year. You will use your vocabulary book and complete exercises; however, you will have approximately 10 words each unit (each two weeks). In addition, you will be responsible for prefixes. You will receive a list of words for the unit and prefixes for which you are responsible. Because we will do the same set of vocabulary words for two consecutive weeks, you will be given the opportunity to “test out” of the second week’s vocab quiz. If you get a 75% or higher on the vocabulary portion of the first week’s quiz, you may take the pre-test in your book. If you 100% on that quiz you will be exempt from the vocabulary portion of the second week’s quiz. However, you will still be responsible for the word prefixes. You may study for the pre-test, but please do not just try to memorize the answers in the correct order. If I see students doing that, everyone will lose this privilege. 
Grade Breakdown: 

Your overall grade is broken down into four categories, each worth a different weight. These categories are as follows:

· Homework: 40%

· Tests/Quizzes: 30%

· Vocabulary: 15%

· Reading Log/Papers: 15%

This system is designed to help students who struggle with tests but faithfully do their homework. However, it’s important to point out that there are fewer points in the test category, so it is important to do as well on tests as possible. Vocabulary and reading may seem unimportant, but they basically serve as grade “makers” or “breakers”; in other words, if you are on the bubble between two letter-grades, these two categories can either bump you up or pull you down. Also, notice that your papers do not go in the homework category. This gives each paper more weight. 
Website: 

My website contains due dates of long-term assignments, a weekly schedule of homework/quizzes/tests, and some other tidbits of information. This will be a great resource for you if you are absent or forgetful. Check the site to see what homework you missed or what is due the following day. This will also be an accountability tool that your parents can use to make sure that your assignments are completed on time and that you study adequately for tests. You can access my website at clbspatriots.org. 
Outside Help: 

I will be available during study halls and before school. Due to my duties regarding extra-curricular activities I will often not be available after school I apologize for this, but you will have to make other arrangements. IF YOU NEED HELP, PLEASE COME GET IT FROM ME!!!! I will be more than happy to help you, but you have to ask.

Make-up Work: 


If you are absent, it’s your responsibility to get your work made up in the allotted time. I understand that sometimes prolonged absences are unavoidable and that when returning from one you will have a lot to do. I have no problem being gracious to you and giving you a bit more time to complete an assignment or take a test or quiz; however, you must make an arrangement with me before the due date. I understand that schedules get busy, but you need to be responsible to get your work made up on time.
Grade Reports: 

Outside of the quarterly progress reports and report cards, each Friday I am going to send home a progress report with students who have a “D” or an “F” in class. This needs to be signed and returned by the following Tuesday. If you fail to return your report by Wednesday, I will call your parents to alert them of the problem.
Parents, please look over these guidelines and sign below. I want you to be aware of the policies of your son/daughter’s class. Please feel free to call me or email me with any questions, and I will do my best to respond promptly. 

Phone: 651-257-4587  
Email: cindyposey@clbspatriots.org
**This must be signed and returned by September 6, 2011. **

Student’s signature 

____________________________________________________________

Parent’s signature 

____________________________________________________________
